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discussions with both. Egypt offered to cede most of the
Holy Land which it still possessed if the Crusaders would
help in the war against Damascus 5 Damascus for its part
promised the return of certain lands which it had captured
from the Franks and promised to conquer Jerusalem for the
Christians. The Hospitallers pressed for the acceptance of
Egypt's offer on the ground that Egypt was the stronger and
already possessed Jerusalem. But if the Hospital approved
one course, the Temple would usually take the direct opposite.
The Grand Master of the Temple (Herman de Perigord)
therefore came out strongly on behalf of Damascus.
Theobald of Champagne himself favoured Egypt and entered
into a treaty with the Sultan in September, 1240. The
Templars refused to acknowledge it and they negotiated their
own treaty with Damascus.
The West had in the meantime sent another champion—
Richard of Cornwall, brother of Henry III. Richard and
his English Crusaders had also come against the wish of the
Pope. The Church had preached the Crusade in England,
but the Holy See had decided that those who took the Cross
would help the Church more if, instead of going to the Holy
Land, they contributed to the papal treasury. The Pope
despatched his emissary, a Templar, with power to absolve
Crusaders from their vow if they paid for the privilege.
Nor was it optional. Those vyho had assumed the cross were
commanded by the Church to buy freedom from performing
the vow which the Church had commanded them to take!
As soon as Richard reached Acre (October nth, 1240) he
was besieged by the envoys of the Egyptians and Damascenes,
who pointed to the treaties made respectively by Theobald
and the Temple. Richard refused to acknowledge either
undertaking until he had the opportunity to consider the
advantages which the claimants could offer. He was con-
vinced, however, that the most favourable terms could be
obtained from Egypt, and by an agreement in May, 1241, the

